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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

remarks AUG 2 0 2007 

Claims 1-27 are pending in the present application. Claims 1, 10, and 19 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, l &i paragraph. The Examiner is also maintaining the 
rejection of Claims 1-27 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a). 

Section 112 Refections 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 10, and 19 under 35 U.S.C. §112, 1 st paragraph, 
alleging that the phrase "highlighting a second location" represented subject matter not 
adequately described in the specification. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant directs the Examiner's attention to paragraph [0037], which states that 
when the user clicks on a nodule on one image set, the system then automatically 
identifies the corresponding location in the remaining image set f and to paragraph 
[0041], which States that [t]he corresponding second volume-of-interest 40b is then 
automatically identified and marked on the other image set in the upper-right display 
window by a correspondence identification sub-system. Taken together, these passages 
from Applicant's specification describe a correlation system for finding and highlighting 
a second location, in that the second location is marked to be easily identified by a 
clinician. Applicant thus urges that claims 1, 10, and 19 contain subject matter that is 
adequately described in the written description within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §112, 1 st 
paragraph. Reconsideration and withdrawal of these section 112 rejections are 
respectfully requested. 

Section 103 Rejections 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-27 under 35 U.S.C* § 103(a) as being obvious 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,798,412 (Cowpcrthwaite) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,785,410 
(Vining, et aL). 
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The Examiner contends that Co_wperthwaite discloses a graphical user interface 
that includes a plurality of displays for displaying an image set and a user interactive 
system for receiving from a user a first location of an object-of-interest in one of the 
images of the image set. The Examiner further contends that Vining discloses a 
correlation system for finding and displaying a second location, corresponding to the first 
location, of a second object-of-interest in one of the other images of the image set, and 
that it would be obvious to combine Cowperthwaite and Vining . 

Applicant has pointed out that Cowperthwaite discloses a method for providing 
non-occluded views of objects or ROIs in a 3D information representation with minimal 
adjustment of the original structure and without the use of cutting planes, transparency or 
information filtering, and that Cowperthwaite is thus directed to removing occlusions in 
the display or representation of a single 3D image volume, and nowhere discloses a 
plurality of main displays ... adapted for the simultaneous display of images from 
different image sets, as essentially recited in claims 1, 10, and 19. The Examiner, in the 
Response to Arguments section of the Office Action, has not disputed Applicant on this 
matter. 

The first section of Vining described by the Examiner in the Response to 
Arguments section, Col. 14, lines 20-39, describes the various ways in which a clinician 
can manipulate a first image presented in a display. This passage does state that multiple 
images can be displayed in separate windows, but nothing more. The other section 
Vining described by the Examiner in the Response to Arguments section, Col. 12, lines 
29-48, do describe linking and tracking diagnostic findings within a same examination 
and across serial examinations. However, this linking is performed manually, by having 
the radiologist dragging and dropping a finding onto a matching finding in a report 
display, or by issuing commands via a command-line or voice-activated interface, not by 
a correlation system. This section of Vining does not disclose or suggest a correlation 
system for finding and higlilighting a second location, corresponding to said first 
location, of a corresponding second volwne-of-interest in at least one of said other image 
sets, as essentially recited in claims 1, or receiving ...a second location of a second 
volume-of-intercst from a correlation system, as essentially recited in claims 10, and 19. 
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Thus, Applicant urges that the combination of Cowperthwaite and Vining fails to 
suggest or disclose a graphical user interface that includes, a plurality of main displays, 
each for displaying an image set a user interactive system for receiving from a user a 
first location of an objecuof interest in one of said image sets; and a correlation system 
for finding and displaying a second location, corresponding to said first location, of a 
corresponding second volume-of- interests in at least one of said other image sets, as 
essentially recited in independent claims 1, 10, and 19. Since the combination of 
Cowperthwaite and Vining fails to disclose or suggest all of the limitations of claim 1, 
10, and 19, a prima facie case of obviousness of the claims over Cowperthwaite and 
Vining cannot be maintained. Reconsideration and withdrawal of these section 103 
rejections are respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-9 depend from claim 1, claims 11-18 depend from claim 10, and claims 
20-27 depend from claim 19, and are thus patentable for at least the same reasons as 
claims 1, 10, and 19, respectively. Reconsideration and withdrawal of these section 103 
rejections are respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUG 2 0 2007 



Applicant urges that claims 1-27 are in condition for allowance for at least the 
reasons stated. Early and favorable action on this case is respectfully requested. 



SIEMENS CORPORATION 

Intellectual Property Department 
5 lh Floor 

170 Wood Avenue South 
Iselin, New Jersey 08830 
(732) 321-3191 
(732) 321-3030 (FAX) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Donald B. Paschburg 
Reg. No. 33.7S3 
Attorney for Applicants 
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